INTRODUCTION
JOHN MARSHALL, the author of the Notes and Observa-
tions on East India reproduced in this volume, does not
figure prominently in the early history of the East
India Company. Unlike his contemporaries, John
March, Walter Clavell, Matthias Vincent and Job
Charnock, he had no direct intercourse with the ruling
authorities of his day, nor did he take any part in
obtaining grants for trade, redress of grievances or
extension of territory in the early days of the East
India Company. His fame rests on different grounds.
*For eight years after his arrival in India he pursued the
even tenour of his way in Bengal, but as the first
Englishman who really studied Indian antiquities, he
left behind him a store of knowledge that will keep his
memory for ever green in the hearts of all enquirers
into Anglo-Indian history.
Born in the troublous days of King Charles I,
John, third son of Ralph Marshall of Theddlethorpe,
Lincolnshire, and Abigail, daughter of Robert Rogers
of Netherthorpe, Yorkshire, was baptised at East
Theddlethorpe Church on ist March, 164^-. From
Venn's Alumni Cantabrigienses (iii, 147) and Peile's
Biog. Reg. of Christ's College (i. 592) we learn that he
passed his school days at Louth under Mr. Skelton,
and that on i$th June, 1660, at the age of eighteen, he
was" admitted sizar " to Mr. Covel at Christ's College,